
Yet, we aren’t there yet; there are

still a few weeks of 2022 to go

and between the conclusion of

this year and the start of next year

there lies the bridgehead of our

faith, the pivotal point of our trust

in God, which is of mega

importance for us, and of which

we must never lose sight. The

coming of Jesus Christ into our

real world that we mark at

Christmas is not a diversion from

all that is happening around us at

this time, but is to be seen as

God’s love for us, and Jesus is

“Immanuel”, which is a Hebrew

word meaning “God with us”. God

has loved this world so much that

well over 2000 years ago He gave

us, in love, His only Son to identify

with us in all the trials, the

pressures, the upsets that we have

faced in 2022. He IS Immanuel

and in many ways throughout this

past year I trust you have known

Him as just that, God with us, 
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A MESSAGE from your locum

“My dear friends in the Lord,

The clock is ticking down to the end of another

year with just a few weeks of 2022 left, and

what a year it has been. Our world is in turmoil;

our nation is in disarray facing unprecedented

crises, and the impact on our personal lives has

been enormous in whatever we have faced in

this year. 2023, by God’s grace, lies ahead of

us and we may dare to ponder what an

incoming year might bring. 

sharing in the pains and the

sorrows, even to Jesus becoming

for us, “the man of sorrows and

one familiar with suffering”. He

knows what it is like, for He has

shared our human flesh. 

Despite all we have faced in this

year we have known great

blessings; God’s comfort and

peace by the power of His Spirit;

He has answered prayer in

amazing ways; blessed us and

encouraged us in our faith through

His Word. He has been with us and

has brought us through, even the

hardest and most difficult times.

At this Christmas, as we celebrate

the coming of the Saviour, may we

pause, to count our blessings, and

see what Immanuel, the God who

is with us, has done for us in 2022.

Christmas lies at the interface of

2022 and 2023. 

As we turn the corner into 2023,

let me direct you to a reassuring

verse of Scripture from a time of 

great change for the God’s

people. In Joshua Ch 1 v 5, “As I

was Moses so I will be with you; I

will never leave you nor forsake

you.” To update this verse to the

present time it can read, in

faith, for us, “As I was with you

in 2022, so I will be with you in

2023; I will never leave you nor

forsake you”. And that is a

promise of God!

“May the Lord bless you and

keep you; The Lord make His

face shine upon you and be

gracious to you. The Lord turn

His face towards you and give

you peace.”

Can I sincerely thank you for the

honour, and the privilege of

being your Locum for another

year, 

In The Lord’s Name, - Andrew 



Dear Friends

Greetings and salutations from your new Interim Moderat
or!

I hold the distinction of being the last Interim Moderator 
appointed by Ayr Presbytery!

I don’t know whether the Presbytery were saving the 
best for last or finally scraping the

bottom of the barrel.  Either way, let me thank my pr
edecessor Rev James Hogg for his

three years of faithful service. For me it is a huge
 privilege to be your new Interim

Moderator. 

As I join you, I am reminded of that wonderful story o
ften told of Sir Christopher Wren.

the great architect charged with building St Paul’s.

On one occasion he was making a tour of the work in
 progress. He came upon a man at

work and asked him: “What are you doing?”

The man said: “I am cutting this stone to a certain size 
and shape.”

He came to a second man and asked him what he was 
doing. 

The man said: “I am earning a little money at my work.”
 

He came to a third man at work and asked him what 
he was doing. The man paused for

a moment, straightened himself and answered:

“I am helping Sir Christopher Wren build St. Paul’s Cathedral.”

It is amazing what a little vision and purpose can do.

I am convinced we all have a part in building up God’s k
ingdom.

For 23 years in Ayr Presbytery I have witnessed the
 three churches in Troon faithfully

and generously support the local and wider mission wo
rk and witness of the Church of

Scotland. The radical action plan now has a vision of 
one Church of Scotland in Troon.

This will be the church of the future.  This is the vi
sion.  I trust we will see this vision

unfolding sooner rather than later.  However, there is
 much patience required and much

work to be done in building that tomorrow!  I look forwar
d to journeying alongside you as the

members and office bearers of the congregation of S
t Meddans continue to play a vital

role in the shaping of the future Church of Scotland in
 Troon.

Meanwhile I am particularly indebted to Rev Andrew McG
urk, Mrs Elaine Rodger and others

for continuing their hard work during the vacancy.

I am already looking forward to conducting your communio
n service on Sunday 4th Dec 2022!

As we enter the darkest time of year (in many ways)
 what better time to celebrate once

again the promised appearance of the Light of the World. 

To you and yours, Every blessing 

Rev Neil McNaught  
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Welcome
As we bid farewell to Rev James Hogg at the
end of September, we now welcome our new
Interim Moderator Rev Neil McNaught whose
appointment was effective from 1st October
2022.
By the time you read this article Neil will have
met with the Kirk Session and the congregation
will have the opportunity to meet him when he
leads us in our worship service at St Meddan’s
on Sunday 4th December. We wish him well in
his additional responsibilities as Interim
Moderator at St Meddan’s Church.

Ayr Presbytery Mission Plan
You will have read in the September/October
newsletter that the Ayr Presbytery Mission Plan,
having been agreed by Ayr Presbytery, was
submitted to the General Trustees at 121
George Street, Edinburgh for approval. We
have been advised that the Mission Plan was
rejected there and further discussion will take
place. This will now come under the auspices of
the new Presbytery of the South West with each
of the former Presbyteries able to progress their
own Mission Plans until agreement is reached.

Thank you to all our members for patience and
forbearance shown during what is an uncertain
time for the church and may I take this
opportunity to wish you and yours a blessed
and peaceful Christmas.

Elaine Rodger, 
Session Clerk

A little goes a long way when you give it to the
Lord.
In Mathew Ch 25 Jesus talks to believers acting out
their faith towards those less fortunate than
themselves and being surprised at our Saviour’s
commendation. These words came to mind when
we received pictures and letters from Malawi.
Thanks to the Micah Project we have been able to
send out clothing, school uniforms, footwear etc. to
our brothers and sisters in Chatoloma and Mzimba
districts of Malawi. To say that reading both Rev.
Stembridge Moyo’s and Head Teacher Freeman
Phiri’s letters are nothing short of humbling is
putting it mildly. The pictures we received tell their
own story with children and adults receiving their
love gifts from St Meddan’s Church. One such story
concerns a member of the Micah group. I was
explaining how the young folk collect plastic bags
and use them as footballs. This lady, who shall
remain nameless, said her son-in-law was a football
coach and would speak to the SFA. Next thing we
knew we had brand new full size and training size
footballs delivered to Micah. Her husband
purchased football pumps, which St Meddan’s sent
complete with football strips to the two gentlemen
mentioned above. Boxes are sent courtesy of
Banana Box Trust based in Dundee; it costs
approximately £20 per box which the Micah project
funds. The appreciation of the young folk who are
now practising their skills thanks to a chance
conversation is boundless. Although much poverty
still exists and the harvest has been poor this year,
our fellow Christians there give thanks to the Lord
Jesus for his provisions. Please take time to read the
letter and look at the pictures on the notice board
in Pentland Hall.
Thank you everyone who contributed both time and
money to the Micah Project of which this is only a
small part. May God bless you all in enabling the
Lord’s work to continue at this time of high inflation.

www.micahproject.co.uk/malawi
George Mulveny

malawi update

Church NEWS

mailto:office@stmeddanschurch.com
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1ST TROON COMPANY - THE GIRLS’ BRIGADE

Girls' Brigade is now busy on Monday evenings and we

are encouraged by the numbers, having welcomed

back almost all of our existing members as well as

some new faces in each of the sections.

In the middle of October, the Company held its

Enrolment and Dedication Service – the first time this

has been possible for 3 years due to Covid restrictions.

We had a super turnout, and it was great to see the

girls and their parents back in the church. This was the

first time that the “King’s Colour” was paraded in our

GB Colour Party and the Brigaders carried out their

duties very smartly. The girls who took part in the

prayers and readings were very confident and the

Company sang their choruses with enthusiasm. It was

encouraging to hear from many of the congregation

that they had enjoyed the service and seeing the

youngsters back in the church.

The Explorers (P1 to P3) have been busy doing lots of

different activities including autumn crafts and

pictures. After hearing the story about Joseph and his

colourful coat they decorated gingerbread-man

biscuits with icing and coloured sweets. Traffic lights

and parachute games are the favourites at the

moment with the 8 youngsters in this section. We have

space for more, so if you know of any family members

or neighbours who are looking for somewhere for

youngsters to go, please let them know about Girls’

Brigade. 

Our Junior section (P4 to P7) numbers have increased,

and we now have a great group of 28 youngsters on

Monday evenings. The Juniors have been trying out a

different sport activity each Monday including netball

shooting, football dribbling, indoor archery along with

other fun and games.  Now that Covid is behind us, we

have resumed our connection with Belhaven Care

Home and the girls have started crafting, which will be

part of a Christmas gift for each resident. 

It is also hoped that some carol singing for the

residents will be possible in late November, early

December. 

As part of our Remembrance activities the Juniors

designed, created and painted poppies from

modelling clay, in time for Remembrance week.

We will, as a company, be part of the parade and

the town’s Remembrance service on the 13th

November.

Our Brigader section (S1 upwards) has also grown

in numbers this session and we now have 11 older

girls.  They are also involved in the links with

Belhaven and they are making hand-crafted

soaps for the residents. They have also enjoyed

some indoor archery and are putting together a

line-dance sequence as part of their Physical

Badgework. 

At the end of October we had our October

themed party, which this year was ‘Colours’.

Unfortunately, as it was the same night as

Halloween, the numbers were down but those

who came along had fun and games, and the

Brigaders enjoyed a movie and snacks night. 
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We are delighted that Beth Gilligan is now a

Supervised Leader, our parent helper Lynn is taking

her training further to be a full-time Leader while her

daughter Chloe is also starting her leadership training

and is working towards her Queen’s Award (the title

of which may be changed to King’s Award at some

point). We have just said goodbye to our Leader

Claire Brown who is off to New Zealand on an

adventure and we wish her all the best as she travels

to the other side of the world. She has, however,

looked up where the GB companies are so she is

hoping to retain her GB membership down under! 

It hard to believe that it was 5 years ago since we

celebrated our 40th Birthday so we are planning a

special Christmas event to mark our 45th birthday.

We are delighted that Exalt have agreed to

collaborate with us, not only to celebrate the advent

season but also our GB birthday. Please join us at
7pm on the 12th December for a night of carols,
joy and fellowship as we look forward to
Christmas.
  

May we all in Girls’ Brigade thank everyone for their

continued support and wish you all a very Merry

Christmas and let us hope that we can all look

forward to a happy, healthy and peaceful New Year.

If you wish to find out more about the company or

Girls’ Brigade in general, please email

gbtroon@btinternet.com

THE GIRLS’ BRIGADE (cont'd)

Marr Cappella
together through song

proudly presents
Christmas Concert 2022

St Meddan’s Church Troon
7th and 8th of December 

7:30pm (doors open at 7pm)

Donations at the door in aid of 
 Irvine and Troon Cancer Care

mailto:gbtroon@btinternet.com


The Micah project is delivering 437 Christmas bags to
families in need of extra support and people have been
so generous in supporting both with financial support,
time and with preloved clothes. To discover more hop
over to their website www.micahproject.co.uk. However,
on 11th December we are going to pause to give thanks
for all the money and gifts received and if you would
like to give a toy, pyjamas or toiletries then you can
bring these along on the 11th and they will be heading to
the Night Before Christmas Campaign with whom the
Micah Project is partnering this year. 
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Sundays 10:30am
St Meddans Church
Watch Live on YouTube or
www.stmeddanschurch.com

PRAYER
Sundays at 10am
St Meddan's Church Halls

CHRISTMAS &  NEW YEAR
SERVICES 

Sunday 27th November - 1st Sunday in Advent
9:30am Northgreen - Unwrapping the Christmas
story - Getting Ready 
10:30am St Meddans 

Sunday 4th December - 2nd Sunday in Advent
9:30am Northgreen - Unwrapping the Christmas
story - 'Unforeseen' Complications.
10:30am St Meddans - Celebrate Communion
with us - donations for the Foodbank taken.

Sunday 11th December - 3rd Sunday in Advent
9:30am Northgreen - Unwrapping the Christmas
story - who's in the know? 
10:30am St Meddans - Thanksgiving for gifts
received & an opportunity to bring one along.
 
Sunday 18th December - 4th Sunday in Advent
9:30am Northgreen - Unwrapping the Christmas
story - not the best place to have a baby!
10:30am St Meddans - Lesson & Carols and
Nativity

Saturday 24th December - Christmas Eve
6pm Northgreen - Joint Carols by candlelight
evening with the Meadowgreen trustees.
6.30pm Troon Old Parish Church Candlelight
Service
11:15pm Watchnight Service at St Meddans -
invitation to Portland and Troon Old to join us.

Sunday 25th December - Christmas Day
9:30am Northgreen - Christmas Unwrapped! 
10:30am Troon Old - Christmas Day Joint Service 

Sunday 1st January - New Year's Day
9:30am Northgreen - Promises Promises
10:30am Portland Parish Church - Joint Service 

Sundays 9:30am
Northgreen Service, 
141 Deveron Road

SERVICES

GIFT/THANKSGIVING SERVICE

21 WORDS ON ADVENT JOURNEY
Deborah Steele

Christmas is just a few weeks away now......you can feel
the buzz and busyness.
How about a 'pause' button, a few moments to stop and
allow God's story to come to the front.  This is what 21
Words is all about.
One word each day to paint, to pause, to reflect on.  No
need to feel 'arty'.
1st - 21st December 10:30 - 11:30 at St Meddan's or
Meadowgreen/Cafe 141 (tbc). Pop along for a few
minutes or stay for as long as you like.
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