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How far would you go?
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4 weeks ago Helen spoke to me about a potential

trip to Poland, Hungary or even Romania! 3 weeks

later I would find myself at Warsaw station watching

the many women, children and grandparents stream

off a train with their worldly goods fitting in one

suitcase sometimes even less than that. Bottled

water, bananas and cereal bars was what had

been asked for and I had just spent £1000 pounds

purchasing enough to fit in our three cars. How far

will you go to show people that God loves them and

cares for what they are going through? How do I

know that God cares for the people of Ukraine and

what they are going through? Because God moved

a congregation in Troon to more than I could

imagine and sent 6 people, 3 cars to be what they

needed on that day and I know He will do it again

tomorrow and the next day. Not just in Warsaw but

right here in Troon. Who is God sending you to

today?

by Rev James Hogg

"Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying,
“Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?”
And I said, “Here am I. Send me!”" Isaiah 6:8



Sense of direction 
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When asked to write a piece for the Focus magazine I asked “What do you want me to write

about?”. The answer was “Anything at all”. As the days turned to weeks I struggled to think of

anything to write about. “Anything at all” was just too open ended and with the deadline fast

approaching I realised I was lost. Totally stuck. I had no idea what direction to take at all. A

classic case of writer’s block!

Just when I was about to give up, I remembered an object

that sits at the back of the family display cabinet. It’s a rather

old object that sits in a canvas case - still in full working

order. It is ideal for helping people who are lost and do not

know what direction to take. The object belonged to my

Grandfather and last saw action in 1944 when he landed in

Arnhem in World War Two as part of the 7th (Galloway)

Battalion of the Kings Own Scottish Borderers (KOSB). Known

Nowadays the mobile phone is more likely to be used to give you directions and guide you

when you are lost. As a family, we recently used the phone to guide us to the top of Kildoon

Hill near Maybole. On passing through Maybole I was initially saddened to see all the old

churches in the town either in a state of disrepair or converted into housing. I wondered what

my old Aunt would have made of all of this. She had spent all her married life in Maybole and

the church was a key part of her life. Would she have thought that spiritually Maybole as a

town had lost it’s way? As we approached the end of our walk, I found my answer. Beside the

town train station is a new ‘Maybole Old Parish Church’ sign within the grounds of an excellent

new Carrick Community Centre building. I think my Aunt would have been delighted that her

old Church was continuing to survive albeit in a new direction as part of a

community/partnership approach.

as ‘Operation Market Garden’ this military battle was particularly disastrous as only 10% of the

Battalion made it back home to their families. My grandfather was one of the lucky ones - the

object saved his life. Retreating through the Dutch darkness, the object - an EAC Mark II

compass - guided him safely through forest, rivers and enemy fire back to his family in

Stranraer.

by Bobbie Ronnie

Given the current COVID situation and even the uncertainty surrounding our own Church, it

can be quite easy to feel lost at the moment. I know I have felt that way at times. However I

always remind myself that whilst compasses and mobile phones are certainly helpful tools, we

as Christians have something far greater to help direct us forward. As it says in Proverbs 3:5,

“Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. In all thy

ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct our paths”. Isn’t it great to have the best SatNav

ever? All we have to do is follow Him.



1ST TROON COMPANY - THE GIRLS’ BRIGADE
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Due to the restrictions which were brought in

at the end of 2021, Girls’ Brigade had to

resume online in January for a few weeks.

Despite not meeting face-to-face we still

managed to carry on with the majority of our

planned badgework and fun activities.

The Explorers have been finding out all about

the phases of the moon and the very first moon

landing.  They used their craft skills to make a

working model, made out of card, that allowed

them to create the different phases of the

moon. They also enjoyed the usual fun, games

and scavenger hunts that were possible within

their own homes.  

Our Juniors were interested to find out about

the links that St Meddans Church has with

Komani (formerly Queenstown) in South Africa

and their associated Girls’ Brigade company,

our similarities and differences.  They created

colourful and traditional Ndebele round

houses.

The Brigaders designed and created clay

plaques relating to what Scotland means to

them as young people in 2022 and also

enjoyed a baking session making chocolate

brownies.

At the end of January Covid restrictions eased

and we were all delighted to return to normal

meetings in the church halls. As we had missed

out our Christmas parties due to the Covid

restrictions at that time, we had a birthday

party for Rabbie Burns with games and

activities – all things Scottish.  

by Ray Campbell

It was amusing to play musical chairs and

other games to well-known Scottish tunes,

and we all enjoyed being back to normal!

The following week we celebrated

Chinese New Year as this linked in very

nicely to the Explorers’ Space topic and

the lunar calendar.  The girls painted their

own very colourful Chinese dragon masks. 

As part of their Service Badgework, our

Brigaders have been finding out about the

Micah Project within St Meddans and were

involved, for several weeks, helping to sort

a wide variety of children’s clothing into

the appropriate age range boxes and

filling cleaning packs to be ready for

distribution to those in need.

Before we stopped for the holiday

weekend, it was all things Valentine, with

craft and activities on that theme, and

after the February holiday, Girls’ Brigade

resumed with each section busy doing

Badgework, crafts and games.
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All sections got the chance to find out

about Lent and  Pancake Day, then they 

 decorated their own pancakes before

taking them home to enjoy.  The following

week we were due to plant sunflower

seeds, so it was very appropriate to

discover that the sunflower is the national

flower of Ukraine.  This led us on to

thinking and praying about the conflict in

Ukraine and all our girls planted a

“sunflower of hope” to take home, with the

hope that, as the small seeds develop,

peace will by then have returned to that

land.  This was closely followed by St

Patrick’s Day and Commonwealth Day

activities.

Woven throughout these activities, the

Juniors have been continuing their “Making

Us …” topic and have been finding out

about Online Safety and how to create

strong passwords to foil hackers getting

access to their personal details and being

careful about who they talk to and reading

fake news.   This topic continued into

“Making Us Safe” and how accidents in

the home can be identified

As a Company we applied to take part in the

Queen’s Green Canopy as part of Her

Majesty’s Platinum Jubilee Celebrations.  We

were successful and the saplings arrived mid-

March and were planted in the church

garden of St Meddans on a windy Saturday

afternoon by some of our girls who were able

to attend at short notice.  It is hoped that

these hedgerow saplings will thrive and that

the girls will be able to watch them grow as

they themselves progress through the

Company and remember years down the line

their involvement in such a special project.

Along with Girls’ Brigade companies

throughout Ayrshire, we are involved in

fundraising for the Ayrshire Hospice – our

company has been filling Smartie tubes with

coins and hope to raise funds to help the

Hospice with its Capital Redevelopment

Campaign, and if anyone would like to read

more about this they can still do this at

www.charityextra.com/ayrshirehospice/girls

brigade. 

For any information about the Company or

Girls’ Brigade in general please email us at

gbtroon@btinternet.com

https://www.charityextra.com/ayrshirehospice/girlsbrigade


Many of you will know

something of our Micah

Project, part of which involves

receiving donations of

children’s clothes from the

community which are then

recycled by way of a clothes

exchange or distributed to

families in need.  
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WHATS IN A BAG? in conversation with  Magdalene Hornby

Micah is important to Magdalene as she spent

her childhood in Quarriers Homes where,

although the children wanted for nothing, the

clothing they had was second hand having been

donated to Quarriers, so even back in those days

people were recycling.  Magdalene adds that

she derives a lot of pleasure knowing that she is

helping others less fortunate and feels it is her

way of paying back.

Magdalene would like you to consider donating

any good quality children’s clothing which your

children or grandchildren have outgrown to the

Micah Project.  Alternatively, the Project accepts

monetary donations to enable the purchase of

items which are in short supply.

Magdalene Hornby is one of the Micah team members who has been involved in putting

together baby bags.  She explains that these are given to new mums who may be struggling

and have absolutely nothing to welcome their new baby.  A bag of goodies is put together

which includes a pack of nappies, sleepsuits, outfits, bibs, a blanket and a cosy outdoor suit or

jacket as well as a cuddly toy.  Every item provided is clean, ironed and in excellent condition

and is wrapped in tissue paper or cellophane before being packed into a bag.  Also included

in the bag is a small bag of pot pourri and a leaflet telling the recipient a bit about the Micah

project.  The bag is then tied with an appropriate colour of ribbon and completed with a gift

tag.
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Start your Sunday off feeling blessed off your

socks. Join us at Northgreen (141 Deveron

Road). A couple of musical items of worship,

prayer and a bible verse, passage or story to

consider and explore.

This service lasts 30 minutes, it's great for all

ages and really does leave you with a spring in

your step and a challenge to consider. It

would be easy to dismiss its brevity for a lack

of depth but you'll be surprised at how much

we can pack in to such a short space. The

cafe nature of the service allows you to settle

with a tea or coffee and some yummy goodies

too. 

Last term we have explored the fruit of the

spirit and the last days of Jesus's life. This term

we move into the Lord's Prayer and consider

how Jesus taught us to pray. 

join us for the
30 minute
service 

Every Sunday 9:30am

Fun for all ages! 

Starts Sunday 24th April, 

10:15am, 141 Deveron Road

Runs for 5 weeks



I joined Ronnie Russell on Monday 21st February where he was

giving one of his “Laughter Lines” talks to the Guild in the Parish

Church of Cumbrae. The day was magnificent as you can see. As

you can see from the picture, looking out from the sanctuary

towards the Cathedral of the Isles, there was hardly a cloud in the

sky and it was easy to praise God for the glorious day.

Yet from that time onwards the people of Ukraine have been

trusting God to provide for them. Seeing the absolute hardship

Ukrainians are facing, focuses our mind on prayer. We have met

on Friday nights at 7pm in our Sanctuary and Sunday mornings at

10am bringing not only the plight of those caught up in this war

but also those doing the dreadful deeds, ie the Russian army and

those  controlling that war. It is the easiest thing to give God

praise for the good things but it takes real faith to grasp Jesus

Words to LOVE OUR ENEMIES! Mathew ch 5 v 43/48.

May you know as we bring this needless war to Our Lord Jesus

Christ that not a single sparrow falls to the ground without Our

Father knowing about it. Are not two sparrows sold for a penny?

Yet not one of them will fall to the ground outside your Father’s

care. Mathew ch 10 v29
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LAUGHTER LINES IN MILLPORT by George Mulveny

Join us in
Prayer
Fridays 7pm

Sundays 10am
St Meddans Church

All welcome

Monthly Monitor for May : Elizabeth Fyfe

Flowers donated 

1st May by  Jan Mathie

 8th Pam Dunsmore

 15th Margaret Thomson

 22nd Irene Houston

 29th Catriona Longmuir

Monthly Monitor for June: Elizabeth McCrae

Flowers donated  

5th Moira McInnes

 12th Anne Cowan

 19th Jim McEwan

 26th Peter & Rosalind Lawrence

Flower Rota
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Services
Sundays & Thursdays 

10:30am

St Meddans Church.
Watch Live on YouTube or

www.stmeddanschurch.com

Sundays 9:30am

Northgreen Service, 

141 Deveron Road

 

 

Christian Aid Lunch 

Prayer
Sundays at 10am

& Fridays at 7pm

St Meddans Church
 

For the Nations

Seagate Church 

Mondays 2pm 

Come Along

Coffee & Chat
Discover more about the

Micah Project, what its

about and why we do

what we do? Find out

how you and your friends

could get involved.

Monday 25th April 2pm


