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All went well and she is steadily making progress, and labouring on with the exercises! We have

appreciated so much the prayers, the cards, the phone calls, the text messages and emails, the

visits, the flowers, the gifts and all the different ways you have provided for us. It is all so much

appreciated and we thank God for every one of you.

I would like to say a personal “thank you” to James, Elaine, and to the Kirk Session, for the kind

suggestion that I take a period of leave of absence from my duties as Locum at St Meddan’s, so

that I might take on a different role domestically as nurse, carer, cook and bottle washer etc etc!

Have I missed my vocation – I ask myself? Answers please on a post card!

I am extremely grateful also to those who have been so willing and able in the leading of

worship over these weeks. “Thank you” to James, Sandra, Hugh, Archie and Helen. We have

worshipped with you week by week from a distance and have been wonderfully ministered to in

God’s Word, in worship, and in praise.

Through these past weeks we have felt the nearness of God to us and amazing answers to

prayer which fills us with confidence and assurance for the future. 

In 1 Corinthians Ch 1 v3 ff, Paul praises God for how He comforts us in all our troubles, “so that

we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we have received from God.” As we have

been so blessed in these past weeks so we are strengthened in the Lord Jesus to continue to

serve Him. 

Sincere thanks, once again, to everyone. 

with our love in our Lord Jesus, - Andrew and Sheila. 

a huge "thank you!"
“On behalf of my wife and myself!” - Now

when did I first say those words? – It was a

long time ago, but Sheila joins with me

now in expressing a huge THANK YOU! to

the dear folks of St Meddan’s for the

many expressions of their love and

support, and their prayers and concern for

us since Sheila had her surgery on 26th

May. 

- from Andrew and Sheila
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How many years have you and the family been
coming to St Meddans?
Jennifer and I moved to Troon in October 2014,
having stayed in Broughty Ferry for a number of
years. We visited a number of the churches in the
surrounding area and quickly settled on St Meddans.
We were made to feel very welcome with Catherine
Howlett and Derek Peat speaking to us on our first
Sunday that we attended. Since this time we have
been blessed at St Meddans with both Katy and
Chloe being Christened and also being made to
feel very welcome as part of the congregation.

How long have you been serving on the tech
team?
Within the first year of attending St Meddans I
started serving as part of the Tech Team. John
Hannah, Mike Howlett, Gordon McGinn and a
number of others started to train me in a number of
areas. I was immediately quite familiar with the
software side of the setup but I had no previous
experience of a sound desk and therefore this was
quite a steep learning curve.
 
We have gone through lots of changes on the
tech side of things this year tell us some of the
highs and lows from the teams perspective?
The pandemic really forced us to evolve the
technology that we were using as part of our setup.
Led by James initially, we moved to streaming
services, first of all from Meadowgreen and then
from home.  This has been quite an exciting
evolution of what we do. For the tech team, it was
really rewarding to know that we were playing a
small role in continuing to deliver God's word to the
congregation and we enjoyed seeing the online
interaction as part of this. I think the main challenge
was the pressure to deliver. Each Sunday during
lockdown we knew that if we had a technical issue,
it would be very disappointing for everyone. Putting
the service together, managing the sound, playing
the music, ensuring connectivity and the many other
facets, meant that anything could go wrong at any
time. We knew how important it was to everyone
and didn’t want to let anyone down.

What kind of experience or gifting do you
need to have to be part of the team?
A willingness to learn. None of us are experts,

we’re all volunteers and we all learn from each

other. If we don’t know, we try to find out.

YouTube is an amazing resource and we have

learned a lot from it!! We’re always looking to

add to the team and being honest, we’ve got it

really settled now (famous last words!!!) and it

looks more complicated than it necessarily is. It

would be great to have some more team

members….

Are you looking for people to join the team?
Absolutely, please drop me a message and let

me know what areas you are interested in and

we’ll be delighted to get you involved –

peter.telfer@stmeddanschurch.com

What are some of the struggles for you as a
family because you are part of the tech
team? How does it impact the Telfer house
and why do you continue to serve on the
team?
I really enjoying contributing in a small way to

Sunday Worship but one challenge is the impact

of being together as a family. Since the

Pandemic, Jennifer and the girls have been

attending Northgreen which is fantastic and

really family focussed.

from the tech desk in conversation with Peter Telfer

mailto:office@stmeddanschurch.com
mailto:peter.telfer@stmeddanschurch.com
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It would be great to:-

1.Collaborate in real time with other churches – at

home and abroad. Northgreen or perhaps our

friends in Komani, South Africa.

2.Interaction with the Congregation using mobile

devices – don’t worry Andrew/James it won’t be a

Britain’s Got Talent type buzzer system!?!

3.Giving – perhaps using technology to develop our

ways of giving/donating.

4.Taking snippets from the service and making

them available to share – key themes that could be

viewed through the week as reminders/guidance.

With the timings of the current services, it means

though that I often can’t be with them on a Sunday

as the Tech setup usually starts around 9.45am. While

not ideal, I feel called to support on the Tech Team

as I know it is area where we are light on resource

and without it, the Sunday service would be

impacted at St Meddans. In the ideal world, I could

do both on a Sunday, but for now we continue to get

the balance between services.

Do you find yourself comparing our technology
with other churches when you listen to them
online or visit them and how does that impact
what you do here at St Meddans?
During the pandemic, I’ve tuned into many different

church services. Perhaps I’m being biased, but I think

our setup at St Meddans is really good. We always

want to try and improve things – to make it more

accessible, more engaging, higher quality, and so on.

Sometimes that takes a bit of trial and error, but by

watching other services and getting feedback from

the congregation we continue to evolve what we are

doing. 

What things would you like to see us trying in the
future?
There are so many things that we could do in the

future, some of which we have tried and they haven’t

quite worked, and other that we would like to try in

the future.

GLASGOW TAXI
OUTING TO TROON

There are lots of possibilities and we are keen to

continue to use technology in a way that best

serves God and the needs of our congregation.

This year’s Glasgow Taxi Outing to Troon on 15th
June was a great success.  The sun shone and the
streets were lined with local people to provide a
warm welcome to the visitors. 
Frances Carson, Chair of Troon Community
Council and I received an invitation to Girvans Bar
in Portland Street in July. There we met with Jim
Buchanan representing the Glasgow Taxi Outing
Fund, who was receiving a fantastic cheque for
£7,210 from Girvans’ owner, Connie, for the Fund.
The generosity of Troon folk who donated the
money to make this event, which has just
celebrated its 75th Annual Outing, always amazes
those of us in the Troon Community Council. A big
thank you to all concerned and keep up the good
work Connie. 
If you wish to donate directly to the Fund for next
year’s outing on the 21st June, please log on
www.gtof.org.uk 
to assist 
this very worthwhile 
charity.

George Mulveny - TCC

http://www.stmeddanschurch.com/
http://www.gtof.org.uk/
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SERVICES
Sundays 
10:30am
St Meddans Church
Watch Live on YouTube or
www.stmeddanschurch.com
Sundays 9:30am
Northgreen Service, 
141 Deveron Road

We would like to say a huge thank you to the

congregation of St Meddans and intimate with the

new presbytery mission plan changes we feel we

are no longer able to continue this journey with you.

We are genuinely sorry if this causes hurt or

confusion and we have been at pains to try and

explain what has led us to this decision, including

providing Session with our reasoning and conclusion

and we extend an invitation to meet with either or

both of us if you would like to speak to us. 

Without going into all of that here, we would like to

say publicly that we are supportive of the plan to

bring the three town churches together. We are

praying that, whilst you may not agree with our

decision, we may be able to talk well of each other

just as Paul and Barnabas did in Acts chapter 15.  

Acts 15:36-41

Some time later Paul said to Barnabas, “Let us go

back and visit the believers in all the towns where

we preached the word of the Lord and see how

they are doing.” Barnabas wanted to take John, also

called Mark, with them, but Paul did not think it wise

to take him, because he had deserted them in

Pamphylia and had not continued with them in the

work. They had such a sharp disagreement that they

parted company. Barnabas took Mark and sailed for

Cyprus,  but Paul chose Silas and left, commended

by the believers to the grace of the Lord. He went

through Syria and Cilicia, strengthening the

churches.

PRAYER
Thursdays at 10.30am
Sundays at 10am
St Meddan's Church

PARTING WAYS AND KEEPING THE FAITH 
Just as Jesus was able to sleep in the midst of

the storm so we as 'followers of the way' are

able to rest in the knowledge that God is in

control of the big picture and, whether we

continue on this journey together or split and

head separate ways as Paul and Barnabas did,

we do so serving God in His work and for His

Kingdom. 

It all started 36 years ago when Marion

Docherty, a member of St Meddan’s, decided

that having a Keep Fit Class would be a good

idea to raise money for the church roof

restoration fund and also to lose some weight.

She suggested it to other church members -

Helen Kelly and Aileen McCorkell and so the

Ladies Keep Fit Class was formed. Over the

years, first Helen and then Jean Neil led the

group and then I took over from Jean 16 years

ago. Our class instructor now is Carole

Campbell.

We are a very sociable group who, as well as

doing exercises to improve our general fitness,

enjoy a chat and catch up on all the gossip.

Over the years we have donated over £8000 to

the church funds.

We celebrated our 25th Anniversary in the

South Beach Hotel in 2011 with all our friends

from the group and we hope to have another

celebration for our 36th in the near future.

We meet at 9.30am till 10.30am in Pentland Hall

on Thursday mornings. We would be delighted

to welcome you to our group so please come

along and join us. We have finished for the

Summer but will resume on Thursday 8th

September and look forward to meeting you

then.

LADIES KEEP FIT CLASS

Rosalind Lawrence

James & Helen Hogg

http://www.stmeddanschurch.com/

