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“All Change!” - at this time of the

year as the nights draw in, and

signs of the season of autumn

are upon us, so we experience,

“The season of mists and mellow

fruitfulness”, as John Keats wrote

in his poem “Ode to Autumn”.

Such changes we are prepared

for and adapt to as the year

moves on. 

“All Change!” – is a phrase which

is taking on for us this year, as

we head into Autumn and the

Winter to follow, a significantly

greater impact on our lives with

the cost of living increases, and

the prospect of exorbitant

increases also in gas and

electricity prices. “All Change!”,

and we may be dreading to think

what these may mean for us.

Multiple changes all round. 

Space does not allow me to

itemise the many, many other

changes we are experiencing in

our world, our country, our

environment and in our personal

lives in the current times, and our

I trust that in all the changes we

are enduring we can remain

steadfast in our faith, knowing our

hope in God through Jesus Christ

who is “the anchor of our soul, sure

and steadfast.” 

The words of two hymn writers in

conclusion to encourage us:-

“Through all the changing
scenes of life, in trouble and in
joy, the praises of my God shall
still – my heart and tongue
employ.”
And – “Change and decay in all
around I see – O Thou who
changest not, abide with me!”
 In the Name of the One who is the

same, “Yesterday, Today, and

Forever!”.

Your friend and Locum,  Andrew.

 

P.S. Since I wrote the foregoing

message we have, as a nation, a

commonwealth, and a wider world

experienced a huge change in the

death of our beloved Monarch,

Queen Elizabeth II, and in the

accession of King Charles III as her

successor. The message above

therefore becomes even more

relevant and poignant in a way I

never thought imaginable when I

first began to write. “All Change! –

indeed, but God is constant. 

Andrew    

hearts go out to those countries and

peoples who are experiencing

devastating changes. 

“All Change!” – The Church, as you

are all very well aware, is entering a

period of, “All Change!” in respect

of congregational life, and St

Meddan’s is not immune from these

changes. At the end of September

we will be bidding farewell to James

Hogg, our Interim Moderator, to be

followed by Helen at the end of the

year. We are grateful to God for the

way in which they have guided us

through the changing times of the

past few years during the pandemic

and lockdowns, and we wish them

well, with Evie and Jack, as they take

their leave of us. 

“All Change!” – Yet ALL the changes

we face currently, and in the days

ahead, must throw us into the strong

and everlasting arms of our Eternal

and ever loving Heavenly Father.  In

Micah Ch 3 v 6 we read, “I, The
Lord, do not change…”. In several

places in the Old Testament we

read, eg. in Psalm 90 v 2 – 

It used to be a

familiar cry from

the station platform

of major railway

stations depending

on your desired

destination. “All

Change!”.

a message from Andrew
SEPTEMBER THOUGHTS

"All Change!"

SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER NEWSLETTER  
S t  M e d d a n s  P a r i s h  C h u r c h  

“Before the mountains were born or You brought forth the whole
world, from Everlasting to Everlasting You are God!”.

http://www.stmeddanschurch.com/
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Lots of Fun
After our summer break Girls’ Brigade is back up and running. It is
great to see so many current members back and to welcome new
recruits to our company. If any girl (from P1 upwards to S6) is
looking for something to do on Monday evenings why not come
along. Our activities include sports and games, crafts, learning new
skills, quizzes, baking and much much more, while enjoying
fellowship through songs and stories of Jesus and making new
friends.  Why come to Girls’ Brigade?  Why not?

Just before the company resumed in early September, we had our
long-awaited (due to Covid restrictions) visit to Lapwing Lodge
Outdoor Activity Centre in mid-August - and we had a whale of a
time! The weather was on our side this time, as we had a cool
morning with a glorious sunny afternoon which was a change from
previous visits in the rain, hail, wind and snow.

Thanks to the funding we received from "Troon and Villages
Community Fund" we were able to offer the girls a wide range of
activities including high crates balancing, soft archery, low ropes,
normal archery, high ropes seesaw (very high and scary) and a bike
trail, as well as selection of fun and games.

A HUGE "thank you" to Karen, Susan and Rebecca our GB
colleagues from other companies, who along with our own parent
helpers and leaders, came along to assist - as without them the day
would not have been possible.

A GREAT day out - enjoyed by all!

Many congratulations to our Brigaders who 
received their SQA exam results recently - they 
all did so well, we are very proud of them, and we
 wish them all the best for the next school year.

If you wish to find out more about the company or 
Girls’ Brigade in general please email 
gbtroon@btinternet.com 

Ray Campbell and the team at 1st Troon

At the end of September Rev James Hogg stands down as the Interim
Moderator of St Meddan's. It will be exactly 3 years since he first took
on this role and we thank James most sincerely for the time he has
devoted to this position and to his work, particularly his IT skills, which
have so benefited St Meddan's especially during the time of Covid
lockdown.
We pass on to James our very best wishes and wish him well for the
future.

farewell!

mailto:gbtroon@btinternet.com


The Flower Guild was formed after a member of
the congregation mentioned that her previous
church had been decorated at Easter, Harvest
and Christmas – the seed was sown.
Betty Penman put an announcement in the
Church Notes that anyone interested in forming a
Flower Guild should come along to a meeting on
30 January 1989.
Tewnty five ladies were interested in joining the
Flower Guild and all these ladies had a love of
flowers. Five of the ladies at that first meeting
are still involved in the Flower Guild.
Members of the congregation were asked to
donate to the work of the Flower Guild in order
to purchase mechanics and flowers. There were
also Coffee mornings held to raise funds plus
money from the Church.
Decoration of the Church adds joy and gladness
to all three special services. For the ladies who
decorate the church there is friendship with the
other members and, of course, we always have a
cup of tea and a chat.
Not as many ladies are in the Flower Guild now,
however we still enjoy decorating the church at
the special services.
If anyone is interested in finding out more about
the Flower Guild, please contact May on 314058
or Elizabeth on 315691.
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Flower Guild

Sunday flowers have been arranged by Elsie Wilson
and May Keir and for over forty years by Helen Kelly,
who organised the Church flowers with great
dedication.
In 2017 it was decided that there should be a
monitor for each month and they would contact
those gifting the flowers, arrange the flowers if
required and help with delivering them.
Many notes of thanks have been received from the
recipients of the flowers.
During lock down with generous donations flowers
were purchased and delivered to members of the
congregation and because of that the Ministry of
Flowers continued.
There are only eight monitors now and any help
would be greatly appreciated.
If you are interested please contact May or
Elizabeth at their telephone numbers above.

Sunday Flowers

Harvest sunday
25th September
10:30am

AYR PRESBYTERY MISSION PLAN
What is the Mission Plan?

It exists to plan Mission in light of the current situation with reducing numbers of Ministers of Word

and Sacrament and the suitability of church buildings. The Mission of the Church is the Mission of

Christ – to proclaim the Good News of the Kingdom and to teach, baptise and nurture new

believers.

 ▪The outcome of the Ayr Presbytery Mission Plan, if approved, is that Troon Old/Troon Portland/

Troon St Meddan’s unite to form a Troon Church with a Team Ministry consisting of 2 Ministers of

Word and Sacrament.

 ▪Retention of Troon Portland and Troon St Meddan’s sanctuaries and halls.

 ▪Disposal of Troon Old Parish sanctuary not later than September 2025

 ▪Troon Old Parish halls remain open.

 ▪Recognises Meadowgreen Church as a Local Mission Church in North East Troon.

mailto:office@stmeddanschurch.com
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AYR PRESBYTERY MISSION PLAN (CONT'D)

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
Around 70 people attended the lunch.  Questions about
the Presbytery Mission Plan were submitted before and
during the meeting with a few questions merged to
avoid duplication.
Ministry
Q   Who is the new Interim Moderator for St
Meddan’s?
A - Unknown at this time – Presbytery will make an
appointment
Q  Which 2 ministers will St Meddan’s come
under?
A - Each church will have its own Interim
Moderator until the date of the union. Once the
Presbytery Plan and the Basis of Union are agreed
we will be allowed to call 2 Ministers
Q  Can we call 2 Ministers according to
different styles of worship?
A - Agreement would be needed in drawing up a
parish profile and pulling together a nomination
committee

Q Will there be a specific Minister allocated to
the Local Mission Church
A - It is possible but unlikely
Q How difficult is it to get a Minister?
A - There are fewer ministers available so it may
prove difficult. However, we pray that God will
call the Ministers He wishes to serve in this town
Q When are we likely to be able to call a
Minister?
A - Realistically with the amount of business to be
discussed and agreed, it could be towards the
end of 2023 but  is dependent  on how quickly
things progress
Q  With 2 Ministers and 2 Church buildings in
the Presbytery Plan agreed by Presbytery will
that mean that 1 Minister goes to Portland and
the other Minister comes to St Meddan’s?
A - No. There will be one congregation, one Kirk
Session and one church life in Troon. This new
charge congregation will be ministered by a team
ministry consisting of 2 Ministers

INFORMAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION 28/08/2022

Thank you to the members of the congregation who attended the congregational lunch on 28th August and
showed such an interest in the Presbytery Plan by asking very pertinent and meaningful questions.  These are
noted in a Question and Answer format below which hopefully will clarify any issues members may have.
Please do not hesitate to contact me by email stmeddansclerk@gmail.com if you have further questions you
wish to raise.
Also included on the previous page for your information is the relevant extract of the Presbytery Plan which
relates to Troon. This shows that 2 sanctuaries will remain open in Troon town centre, one being St
Meddan’s, and with the development of a Local Mission Church in North East Troon. 
Ayr Presbytery approved this Plan at a meeting on 23rd August and this has now been submitted to the
Church of Scotland central offices at 121 George Street in Edinburgh, to the General Trustees (via the
Presbytery Mission Plan Implementation Group) for their approval. At the time of writing we have not
received the outcome of that submission and whether the Plan has been accepted but we know that every
Presbytery in Scotland must have a Plan in place by the end of 2022 , following which agreed plan
congregations will start to transition towards the implementation of the Plan.
All of this may seem very confusing particularly when you add in to the mix that there will be a new South
West Scotland Presbytery coming in to effect on 1st October 2022. We will endeavour to update the
congregation as soon as pertinent news becomes available.
In these uncertain days we can take heart from these words to Joshua as we look to the Lord for His
reassurance of His constant presence with us guiding us all into an unknown future. 
Elaine Rodger, Session Clerk
Joshua 1:9
“ …Do not be afraid, do not be discouraged, for the Lord Your God will be with you wherever you go."

http://www.stmeddanschurch.com/
mailto:stmeddansclerk@gmail.com


Presbytery Plan Q & A cont...

Buildings
Q Why will there not be just one church building in
Troon?
A - The decision was made by Presbytery to retain 2
church buildings in Troon town centre
Q Is the Church of Scotland culling churches to
equal the number of ministers?
A - We were informed by Presbytery that there is no
quota for church closures
Q Will the 3 congregations be worshipping
together soon?
A - This is under discussion by Kirk Session
Q Do we relinquish ownership of our church
buildings?
A - All assets and debts of a union of congregations
would be combined. St Meddan’s ownership of its own
buildings will need to be discussed

Governance
Q Does a Local Mission Church have the ability to
make its own decisions or have its own Kirk
Session?
A - No, it will be the responsibility of the Kirk Session of
the new charge and under the  oversight of Presbytery
Q Is the Local Mission Church independent of St
Meddan’s?
A - Yes
Q Is there a limit to the size of Kirk Session and
how do we achieve harmony with 1 Kirk Session
among 3 churches?
A - Yes, there will be a limit on the size of the Kirk
Session as a merger of the existing 3 Kirk Sessions will
be unwieldy and impractical. Agreement will have to
be reached 

Meadowgreen/Northgreen
Q Will Meadowgreen continue as it is a vital
part of outreach?
A - The continuation of outreach at
Meadowgreen/Northgreen is in the Troon Local
Mission Plan
Q What mission is included in the plan?
A - The Troon Local Mission Plan supports , among
other things, the ongoing development at
Meadowgreen at the north end of the town as well
as essential outreach and community engagement.
Copies of the Troon Local Mission Plan can be
obtained by emailing stmeddansclerk@gmail.com
Q Can Meadowgreeen expand?
A - There may be some possibility of expansion but
discussion would need to take place with the
Meadowgreen Trustees
Q  Who will lead Meadowgreen?
A - Kirk Session will need to decide which route
would be best in moving forward at this time

Miscellaneous
Q What is the date for the 3 churches to come
together and are there any alternatives?
A - The date of union is unknown as a Basis of
Union has to be agreed among the 3 churches and
covering business such as finance, ministry, parish
profile etc.
There is no alternative within the Church of
Scotland to a united congregation in Troon  
Q Could St Meddan’s become an Independent
Church i.e. leave the Church of Scotland?
A - It is possible but not straightforward and would
require a majority vote. Individuals can leave the
Church of Scotland 
Q Are their opportunities for concerns to be
presented to Presbytery or discussion groups?
A - Presbytery has made its decision but concerns
can be advised to Kirk Session.
Q Can a union of churches take place under an
Interim Moderator?
A - Consultation around a union would probably
have to take place with existing Interim Moderators
to determine their thoughts in taking the process
forward as well as taking into account the views of
the congregations. Once a union is implemented it
would be under one Interim Moderator under the
auspices of the new South West Scotland
Presbytery until such time as Ministers are called to
the charge.

Some Comments/ Thoughts
▪  Children are the heart of the church – where is the youth?
▪  Can we see children at St Meddan’s going forward?
▪  Keep a high profile of families
▪  Change of time at St Meddan’s to 11am  - Keep   
 Meadowgreen at 9.30am
▪  Interactive service
▪  More consultation with members
▪  Hold a 3 churches meeting
▪  Lack of volunteers
▪  Concern over loss of members with all the changes
▪  Concern over theological differences among  the
churches
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Queen Elizabeth II Tribute 
"I know just how much I rely on my own faith
to guide me through the good times and the

bad. Each day is a new beginning, I know that
the only way to live my life is to try to do

what is right, to take the long view, to give of
my best in all that the day brings, and to put
my trust in God. Like others of you who draw
inspiration from your own faith, I draw strength
from the message of hope in the Christian

gospel." 
Queen Elizabeth II (Christmas message, 2002)

Queen Elizabeth II had a strong Christian faith
that has been evident throughout her life in her
words and actions. 
'Pray for me … that God may give me wisdom and
strength to carry out the solemn promises I shall be
making, and that I may faithfully serve Him and
you, all the days of my life.’
That was the prayer request made by Queen
Elizabeth II in her first Christmas broadcast in
1952.
Her Christmas broadcasts to the Commonwealth
are among the few speeches she writes herself.
They frequently refer to Jesus Christ, the founder
of Christianity, whose birth is celebrated at
Christmas. Alongside her official role as head of
the Church of England, the Queen expresses a
personal faith in Jesus Christ. As she said in her
Christmas broadcast in December 2000: ‘For me
the teachings of Christ and my own personal
accountability before God provide a framework in
which I try to lead my life.’
In 2008 the Queen said: ‘I hope that, like me, you
will be comforted by the example of Jesus of
Nazareth who, often in circumstances of great
adversity, managed to live an outgoing, unselfish
and sacrificial life … He makes it clear that
genuine human happiness and satisfaction lie
more in giving than receiving; more in serving than
in being served.’

The Bible story the Queen referred to most often
emphasises this theme of service. In four of her
Christmas broadcasts she has talked about the
parable Jesus told of a ‘Good Samaritan’. 
As well as talking about her faith and attending
church services in an official capacity, the Queen
worshipped privately each Sunday and relies on the
prayers of her people. In 1992, in a speech to mark
the 40th anniversary of her accession, she thanked
all those who had prayed for her and said that those
prayers ‘sustained me through all these years’. 
Her personal faith also prompted her to work for
peace and reconciliation internationally and in her
own family. In 2011 she said, ‘Forgiveness lies at the
heart of the Christian faith. It can heal broken
families, it can restore friendships and it can
reconcile divided communities. It is in forgiveness
that we feel the power of God’s love.’
Throughout her long life, Christ’s example and
teaching have been seen acted out in the dutiful and
faithful life of our servant-hearted Queen. It seems
that her prayer from the start of her reign has been
answered.  

Edited from an article - https://christianity.org.uk/article/queen-elizabeths-faith

http://www.stmeddanschurch.com/
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scottish Bible Society

A few Sundays ago, I just
happened to sit beside a
gentleman in Church whose
face was familiar. As those of
you who know me well,
remembering names has never
been one of my strong points.
Thankfully Norman Liddle,
Community Partnership
Manager, Scottish Bible
Society introduced himself
and I called to mind he had
been a guest in St Meddan’s,
thanks to the Rev A. McGurk.
Norman was telling me of the
wonderful work of the Scottish
Bible Society, particularly in
Ukraine. I asked him if he
could write a short piece
telling us how even in the
midst of war, God’s Word is
being preached in a most
practical way. Should you wish
to find out more or donate to
spreading the Good News to
people from all over the world
we have included the website,
where you can also read more,
about how God is using the
SBS to change lives.
www.scottishbiblesociety.org

Norman Liddle

THE UNSTOPPABLE WORD OF GOD
"Remember Jesus Christ, raised from
the dead, descended from David.
This is my gospel, for which I am
suffering even to the point of being
chained like a criminal. But God’s
word is not chained.’                                                                 
2 Timothy 2:8-9
In these verses Paul is talking about
his experience as he is not just
imprisoned but in chains for the
gospel and yet he has such
confidence that ‘God’s word is not
chained.’ Although none of us were
experiencing circumstances as
severe as Paul’s, during Covid-19 we
were locked down. And the Scottish
Bible Society experienced the truth
of these verses which became for us
a reality as we saw that despite a
global pandemic God’s word was
not chained.
During the height of the restrictions
- in the year 2020 an amazing
number of Bibles were distributed -
more than 32 million throughout the
world. Let me share some specific
examples with you.
In Syria, a country ravaged by war
for nine years, they too faced the
additional challenge of Coronavirus.
Just as lockdown started the Bible
Society in Syria were about to start
their annual Easter Bible distribution
programme. Like everyone else they
had to comply with lockdown
legislation. But in answer to prayer,
they were given the go-ahead to
visit various parts of the country and
distribute Bibles. 

An amazing 28,000 Bibles and
Scripture storybooks were
distributed to children. It is
estimated that by the end of
2022 100,000 people will have
been reached.
In Scotland, the Church of
Scotland in Durness and
Kinlochbervie provided practical
support to their community
through a foodbank programme
called Storehouse. Delivering
boxes of blessing to those who
were self-isolating that contained
food supplies along with a copy
of Mark’s Gospel produced by the
Scottish Bible Society. Almost 300
of these were given out in the
area.
More recently amid the horrors of
the Ukrainian war we have seen
God at work through His word.
Bible Society staff in Ukraine have
been allowed to visit eight military
positions to offer Bibles to
soldiers. Not one soldier refused
to take a Bible. The Bible is giving
hope amidst fear. Amidst the
rubble of bombed cities in
Ukraine our colleagues are giving
out bottles of water and Bibles.
We are now on the third reprint
because of the demand.
These are only a few examples of
what God is doing throughout the
world.
Praise God that He is still at work
all over the world bringing His life
changing transforming word to
people.
Let me take this opportunity to
thank you for your financial and
prayerful support. It is very much
appreciated."

George Mulveny

mailto:office@stmeddanschurch.com
http://www.scottishbiblesociety.org/


£5

"Micah merch"

Our Christmas project with 
New 2U partners with the 
Night Before Christmas 
to provide red bags of joy and New
2U Christmas Extras. These are
available by referral or self-referral
through our website. Last year we
provided 187 Bags and this year we
are preparing for 300. Each bag
contains 2 pairs of Trousers, 2 T-
shirts, 2 Jumpers, an outside Coat,
Hat and Gloves with optional extras
including onesies and dressing
gowns.  These will accompany a
Night Before Christmas red bag of
joy which will include underwear,
pjs, a wow toy, selection box or
similar. 
You can donate clothes and
toys (a complete list can be
found on the website).
Donation Points at Church of Nazarene,
Seagate, St Meddans and 30a Central
Avenue.  

Come and hear how Evie and
Jack got on in 
Poland and 
find out about 
our 
Christmas 
giving tree 
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Evie & Jack have been to Poland 
Trip number 3 saw the Hogg family return to
Warsaw to visit our extended Micah family. We
took some arts and crafts materials and winter
clothing for the children.  We are in desperate
need of some financial assistance to be able to
continue to support the families with food and
fuel for heating the house over the winter
period. You can support them here - 

Nappies
Baby Toiletries
Cleaning products
New toys
Toiletries
Stationery
Craft Supplies 
Preloved clothes
Bikes

....we would love
donations  of these
items at any time... 

We also have
an Amazon wish
list allowing you
to send items
direct to us. 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/micahtroon

Christmas extras 

Donations

Afternoon tea 
fundraiser 

Saturday 1st October, 
St Meddans Church, 2pm, £5 
Tickets available at 
www.micahproject.co.uk

Sundays 
10:30am

St Meddan's Church
Watch Live on YouTube or

www.stmeddanschurch.com
Sundays 9:30am

Northgreen Service, 
141 Deveron Road

WORSHIP SERVICES
1st & 3rd Thursdays

of each month
10:30am

St Meddan's Church

PRAYER
Sundays at 10am

St Meddan's Church Halls

mailto:office@stmeddanschurch.com
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/micahtroon

